PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, childhood cancer is the #1 disease related ldller ofldds in the U.S. 1 in 5 children are
te1minal at diagnosis. 3 in 5 suffer life altering inlpacts of treatment that significantly alter their
quality of life. I in 285 children will be diagnosed with cancer before the age of 20. Childhood
cancer is on the rise. Childhood Qancers and adult cancers are different, yet we
continue to use the downsized adult cancer protocols on ldds with many tinles devastating effects.
The lack of childhood cancerresearch has tremendous inlpact to kids and siguificant costs to society,
now and in the future.
WHEREAS, despite these facts, childhood cancer research is vastly and consistently underfunded.
Less than 4% of the National Cancer Institute's Budget is solely dedicated to childhood cancer
research. In 25 years, the FDA has iuitially approved only two drugs for any childhood cancer and
half of all chemotherapies used for children's cancers are over 25 years old.
WHEREAS, the incidence of childhood cancer is on the rise with an estinlated 15,700 children
diagnosed every year (43 per day) in the United State alone. Oftliose 43 children per day, 8 will die.
WHEREAS, the incidence of cancer among adolescents and young adults is increasing at a greater
rate than any other age group, except fuose over 65 years of age and an estimated 2,900 children die
each year of cancer in the United States alone. The average age of deatli for a child with cancer is 8,
causing a child to lose 69 years of expected life.
WHEREAS, many adult cancers can be diagnosed early, in 80% of kids, cancer has already spread
to other areas of the body by the time it is diagnosed.
WHEREAS, the causes of most childhood cancers are unlmown and at the present, childhood
cancer camiot be prevented, and families who are or have been in treatment work tirelessly to
change these alarming statistics.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Leslie Waters, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor oftlie City
of Seminole, Florida and on behalf of the entire City Council, do hereby proclaim September 2019:

"National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month"
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of
Seminole, Florida to be affixed this 1ot11 day of September 2019.

